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October 30, 2022  2:00 p.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

Diocesan Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass/31st Sunday of the Year 

Beginning of Mass/Words of Welcome:  (Please be seated for just a moment) 

• I’m so very happy to welcome all of you here to St. Augustine Cathedral, 
the Mother Church of our Diocese.  This is one of those events that I look 
forward to celebrating so much every year.   

• There are 57 couples that we invited to be here with us this afternoon, 
along with members of your families and fellow parishioners, from 22 of 
our parishes throughout the Diocese to celebrate your major milestone of 
50 years of Marriage, and more. 

• Of the 57 couples, 54 of you are celebrating 50 Years of Marriage; 1 is 
celebrating 51 years of Marriage, and 2 couples are celebrating 60 years of 
Marriage!  I’m so very pleased to welcome our Jubilarians who have joined 
with us this afternoon, and all your family members here with you. 

• We are celebrating Married Love, which, made holy and blessed on the day 
when you entered into the Sacrament of Matrimony so long ago, is to 
remind us of God’s unconditional Love for us.  God demonstrated His Love 
for us so dramatically by sending His Son Jesus into the world.  And Jesus 
expressed His Love for us by pouring Himself out for our salvation on 
Calvary, and by making Himself Present to us Sacramentally in the Holy 
Eucharist, which we celebrate every time we come together for Holy Mass. 

• And that is what every couple, married in the Lord, is to be for each other---
a reminder of Jesus’ unconditional and indissoluble Love for us, which you 
live out in the intimacy of your love for one another in your daily lives. 

• SO, there is much for us to celebrate, and I’m so very pleased that so many 
of you have been able to accept our invitation to come together so that we 
can celebrate with you, pray for you, and ask God’s blessings upon you. 

• With that, as I like to do every year, I’d like to ask all those here with us this 
afternoon who are NOT celebrating a Jubilee---those NOT celebrating---
would you please stand?   Jubilarians, please remain seated.  Today, dear 
Jubilarians, we---your children, grandchildren, relatives, friends and fellow 
parishioners---take this occasion to give you a well-deserved standing 
ovation in recognition of all that you have accomplished throughout your 
50 years, and more, of marriage……..So….let us stand…. 
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Homily: 

Can you believe this is the last Sunday, and next to the last day, in the month 
of October?  Can you believe that tomorrow is Halloween---that Tuesday is the 
beloved Holy Day of All Saints, and Wednesday is the day for the Church, and all 
of us, to remember our deceased Loved Ones on All Souls’ Day?  Can you believe 
that Thanksgiving is in a little more than 3 weeks away, that the Hallmark Channel 
is already airing non-stop Christmas movies, and that Christmas is less than 2 
months away? 

How about this:  can you believe that you’ve been married for 50 Years??? 
Doesn’t 1972----even 1962--- seem like it was “just the other day”? 

The common denominator in all of those statements is: Time is truly marching 
on---flying by.  I came upon a poem recently by Henry Van Dyke (born in 
Pennsylvania in the mid-1800’s, a Presbyterian minister and a Professor of English 
Literature at Princeton early 1900’s) who wrote a poem entitled “Time is…”  
“Time is too Slow for those who Wait, Too Swift for those who Fear, Too Long for 
those who Grieve, Too Short for those who Rejoice…. But for those who Love, Time 
is not.”  On this day, when all of you who have been married since the 1970’s (or 
1960’s) have come together here to celebrate our Faith in our Loving God---Who 
also is Time-less----Henry Van Dyke’s Poem very appropriately applies; for those 
who love, “Time flies. 

And how equally appropriate are the beautiful Readings from God’s Holy Word 
that we’ve just listened to for this, the 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Each of 
these Readings helps us to “see”---to “understand”---to “perceive reality” from a 
different perspective, that is, from God’s perspective. 

Our First Reading from the Book of Wisdom gave us an insight into how God---
the Creator of ALL---thinks; what God “sees”; what God’s “perspective” is on His 
creation.  So as the Sacred Writer put it: From the Lord’s perspective, “the whole 
universe is as a grain from a balance, a drop of morning dew”.  That tells us much 
more about God’s magnanimity than it does about the earth’s, or creation’s, or 
our own, insignificance in comparison to “the universe”.  YET, with that being 
said, the Reading goes on: “But You (Lord God of all the Universe) have mercy on 
all…..you love all things…..you spare all things, O Lord, Lover of souls.”  Our God 
LOVES His creation, and most especially His sons and daughters (all of us) to the 
point that He forgives us even when we fail to Love Him in return. 
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Today’s Psalm urges us to have the spiritual insight to “see” God’s greatness 
from the perspective of knowing that we are Loved unconditionally by the God of 
all Creation; that’s why we should say: “I will praise Your Name forever, my King 
and my God.” 

And today’s Gospel----is that great account about Zaccheus.  I love this 
account, don’t you?  We all know it well----he was a Tax Collector, which meant 
he was the least popular guy in Jericho.  He was the “guy everyone loved to hate”.  
St. Luke tells us some important facts about Zaccheus:  he was “the chief tax 
collector”----“he was wealthy”----and “he was short in stature”. So his dilemma 
was that he was a public person.  But he heard that Jesus, Who’s reputation 
preceded Him---was traveling through their city of Jerico.  With all the crowds 
were all filling the streets anxious to see Jesus, Zaccheus ---- still wanting to be 
discreet but unable to see over the crowds because of his stature---decided to 
climb a tree to get “better perspective”.  Surely no one would look up at him since 
everyone would be looking at Jesus.   But, we know how that worked out!....But 
let’s just think for a moment about this.  Here was a man who was held in such 
disregard by everyone; yet he was willing to do whatever it took so that he could 
see Jesus.  And then, to his horror AND to his delight, instead of Jesus passing by, 
He stopped right under the tree, looked up at Zaccheus, and said: “Zaccheus, 
come down quickly, for today, I need to stay at your house.” 

Zaccheus went to great lengths to get to see Jesus; but lo and behold, as it 
turns out, Jesus was the One wanting to see him!  ThIS Gospel story shows us 
what an “encounter” with Jesus does.  Out of the hundreds of people that Jesus 
saw along His journey, only Zaccheus (according to this Gospel account) 
“encountered” Jesus.  And as I hope we all know that when we truly “encounter” 
Jesus, our lives are forever changed. 

Just like meeting your Spouse.  Up until the day you met one another, you 
both may have met, interacted, and known thousands of other people.  But then 
came the day when you met one another; something happened.  Like a switch 
being turned on; what we sometimes call an “aha” moment; a realization that this 
person is different---something about him/her that attracts me---and after a 
while, short or long, that attraction turns into “Love”, and that “encounter in 
Love” changed your lives forever. 

What did the Encounter with Jesus do to Zaccheus?  It drew him into a 
conversion of the heart.  We heard him say to Jesus: “Behold, half of my 
possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor; and if I have extorted anything from 
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anyone, I shall repay it four times over.”  An “encounter” with one we love 
changes us forever, and, we hope and pray, “converts us” into better persons. 

However, your Marriages that are rooted in Faith---marriages that have been 
built on Christ---that have been strengthened through the unbreakable Bond of 
Marriage in the Sacrament of Matrimony----those marriages challenge you to 
treat one another as you would treat Jesus.  And the Grace of the Sacrament gives 
you each day the spiritual strength to love each other, forgive each other, 
encourage each other, as Christ loves us. 

That’s what St. Paul was telling us in today’s Second Reading in his Letter to 
the Thessalonians: “We always pray for you…..that the Name of our Lord Jesus 
may be glorified in you, and you in Him, in accord with the grace of our God and 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  Or to put it another way, as St. Paul also said: “May our God 
make you worthy of His calling.” 

Zaccheus truly did have an “encounter” with Jesus, and he was moved to a 
“conversion of heart” to change his ways and to “live worthily of His new calling”.  
But did he?  We don’t know.  I hope so.  I hope Zaccheus followed through on his 
bold and generous promises that he made to Jesus.   

50 or 60 years ago, you made similar bold and generous promises to each 
other.  Since none of us here is perfect, we know that we’re also sinners, which 
probably includes the fact that we may not have always perfectly kept all our 
promises, even our wedding promises.  But you have never given up; when you 
may have “fallen down” along the way, you have gotten back up, brushed 
yourselves off, made adjustments as needed, and re-newed your promises.  You 
have remained faithful.  That’s why, even as we celebrate your Golden 
Anniversaries, we will once more take the opportunity to renew your Wedding 
Promises. 

While we don’t know what happened to Zaccheus, we do know what’s 
happened to you----you’re here.  50 years have passed, and you’re still together.  
In spite of the bumps and bruises, and grateful for all the successes and 
accomplishments, here you are today, 50 + years later, all 3 of you still walking 
the journey together: you, your Spouse and Jesus!   

In a recent talk to married couples, Pope Francis said: “50 years of marriage is 
an amazing witness to all that is True, Good and Beautiful.  Even in the troubled 
times of our world, the fact that you loved each other through the struggles of life, 
through the heartaches that sometimes accompany marriage, signals that Truth, 
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Beauty, Goodness and Love wins the day.”  And then he urged: “Continue to be 
that witness to future generations that struggle to see the lifelong witness of 
marriage….Through your witness, you preach more boldly, with more voice, and 
with greater power than any preacher on a Sunday.”  In other words, your lives 
are a “living sermon” of what God’s grace can accomplish in the lives of those 
who choose to love God and love one another, beginning primarily with your 
Spouse. 

Dear Friends, we’re living in a world that doesn’t always see value in being 
“loving”, “caring”, “forgiving” or “faithful”.  But you do.  On the day you got 
married, you said “I Do” to one another.  But the only way that you’re able to be 
here today is because you’ve renewed your promises and said “I Do” to each 
other, in one way or another, for 50 years.  You have loved each other for better 
and for worse for 600 months.  You have supported each other for richer and for 
poorer for 2,600 weeks; you have been there for each other in sickness and in 
health for 18,250 days.   We could go on and on, adding up the 438,000 hours, 
and the infinitesimally large number of minutes and seconds---but the point is, no 
matter how we count it up, from the first “I Do” 50 years ago, until the last “I Do” 
you will say on the day when one of you leaves this world, you are doing what 
Jesus and Zaccheus did in today’s Gospel.  You are doing whatever it takes to keep 
you encounter of love with each other strong, even if you have to climb a 
“proverbial tree”, as you keep making promises to change your lives for the better 
by loving each other.  The best way you can do that is by remaining in God’s 
abiding Love and regularly being nourished and strengthened through Jesus’ 
Presence in the Eucharist and the other Sacraments.   

  Zaccheus went to great lengths, putting aside his own human dignity and 
climbing a tree, so that he could get a better perspective to see Jesus.  But 
amazingly, he was shocked to realize that, all the while, Jesus was searching for 
him.  That’s the deeper message of today’s Scripture Readings, reminding us 
“Who is looking for whom?”  God, the Creator of ALL---the “Lover of Souls”---is 
eternally looking for us, searching us out, inviting and challenging us to come to 
Him and to open ourselves to His Word, His Love, and His Mercy. 

My dear Jubilarians, on the day of your marriage, Jesus in effect said to you 
what He said to Zacchaeus: “I must come and stay in your Marriage”.  On this day 
50 years later, I pray that you will continue walking your Journey together---all 3 
of you----, renewing your promises when needed, and all the while “preaching 
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your powerful Sermon” of Faithful Love through all the remaining years of your 
married life that will keep flying by, because for those who love, “Time is NOT”. 

With St. Paul, may you “continue living your lives worthy of the calling you’ve 
received”.  And may all that you do, and everything that you say, be for the honor 
and glory of God. 


